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Special  quests of  honour

Esteemed personal i t ies

Ladies and gent lemen

It  is  wi th due sense of  humi l i ty that  I  welcome you al l ,  on behal f  of  the Commit tee for the

Defence of Human Rights (CDHR), to this momentous event climaxing the week-long activittes

marking the twentieth anniversary of organization. By honoring our invitation, you have

bestowed immeasurable honour on individual and collective efforts of members and

stakeholders in the CDHR project in the last twenty years.

The CDHR began what could r ight ly be descr ibed an ambit ious mission in 1989 under a mi l i tary

autocracy that grew even worse in the first decade of the tortuous journey in the campaign for

freedom and democratic society. Twenty years on in the struggle, we owe it a duty to Nigerians

to commemorate the uncommon courage and faith invested in the Nigeria project. lt is important

to remind ourselves that ordinary Nigerians and bandmasters in the corridors of power, are the

custodians of the l itt le inroads we have made under civil rule following the partial defeat of forces

of oppression which military hegemony

We therefore wish to, once again, express deep sense of appreciation to the courage of patriotic

Nigerians who sacrif iced all in the course of engaging military autocracy. At this momentous

event,  we salute the courage of  those Niger ians k i l led,  maimed or unduly abused by secur i ty

agents on our campuses and streets across Niger ians in the course of  chal lenging repressive

governments. lt would therefore be appropriate to document the profi le of victims of legitimate

protests and resistance in those hectic days beyond what most l i teratures depicting the i l ls of

Mi l i tary rule.  Despi te the absence of  th is respected col leagues in our midst  today, we take

solace in the fact that CDHR has remain at the forefront of the struggle to l iberate our country.

It is precisely for this reason that this twentieth anniversary lecture with the theme: Twenty

years in the Defence of  Human Rights in Niger ia becomes pert inent.  Without pre-empt ing our



Guest Lecturer who in his right is well at home with the events of the last twenty years having

being a lead actor at different stage of the struggle. Nothing demonstrates that the siege of

mi l i tar ism st i l l  abounds in our midst  today than the r ig id Decree 24 of  1999 al ias 1999

Const i tut ion.  Whi le we are convinced that Dr.  Kayode Fayemi wi l l  do just ice to the issues, we

l ike to remind Niger ians that the struggle for  genuine democracy has just  begun. The duty of

bui ld ing endur ing democracy through replacement of  the Decreed 1999 Const i tut ion and reform

o the electoral process is as crucial, if not more compelling than the struggle to get the military

from polit ical stage.

It is important to'restate the resolve of the CDHR to team up with relevant stakeholders in

achieving its objectives. As a leadership development organization, we recognize the

importance of driving the process of governance through leadership that is responsive and self-

accounting. There can never be good governance without credibil i ty in electoral process. CDHR

will not condone fraudulent electoral process or shy away from denouncing any government that

der ives ' legi t imacy'  through fraudulent elect ioneer ing process. The CDHR wi l l  a lso not accord

recognition to any corrupt leadership at the federal, states and local government levels, no

matter how credible the election that enthrone them may seem. As an organization, we

encourage our members to participate in government by either seeking elective office or through

appointments.  But we str ict ly demands that members of  the CDHR should be good

ambassadors as the organizat ion remains unwaver ing in isolat ing government or of f ic ia ls wi th

quest ionable pedigree or character in pol i t ics.

Once again, we express deep appreciation to individuals, organizations and corporate bodies

that have ident i f ied wi th the CDHR in the course of  th is celebrat ion.  l t  is  our hooe that the

partnership between the CDHR and other al l ies in the struggle for  a democrat ic and secured

society wil l be sustained in the years to come.

We thank you all for honouring our invitation and for your presence.
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