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As part  of  the . iet i r i t ies marking the 20'r 'anniversary of the COMMITTEE FoR DEFENCB OI.
IIt ']l '\\ ITICHTS (CDHR), Nigeria, a Human Rights Clinic r.vas organized for the general public q,ith
t l rc col laborat ion of the oFFICE oF PUBLIC DEFENDEIT OF LAGOS STATE; NIGERIAN BAR
.\SSOCIATIO\ IKEJA I ]RANCH; HTIMAN RIGHTS RESOURCE CENTER oF THE LAGoS
ST'.\TE POLICE C]ON{N,IAND AND TI{B CRIN{E VICTIN{S FOT]NDATION OF NIGERIA.

At the clinrc, about tr'venty lawyers and police officers attended to various complaints by rnembers of the
public rvho canre to the venue to benefit from the opporlunity afforded them to lodge complaints of human
rights violat ion which'uverc i tnmediately treated ancl appropriate remedies or redress obtained. This novel
tdca t t 'as designecl i t t  such a way that complaints against Lagos State Govenrnrentr i l  Agcncies were 6ealt
\  r t l t  i t r tulecl iatcly by the Ofl lce of Publ io Def 'encler:  complaints against the pol ice rvere dealt  rv i th
ir l t r l lct l iatcly b1' thc ] l t t t l lat t  Rights Resource Center o{ ' thg Lagos i t r t"  l rol i . .  ( -o 'nrarcl  and C]r inrc
V ie t i t l l s  l ro t t t l t ia l io l l  o1 ' \ rgcr ia  uh i le  thc  N iger ian  I la rAssoe ia t iou  and the  C lD l lR  cou 'se lcc l  those in  ' ced
o l  counsc l ing .

' { t  thc ctrd o1-cl i r l ic sessiotrs.  consultants exchauged ideas on issues af lect ing t i re ptotect ion and defc-^ 'cc of
hrrnrart  r ights ol 'Nigcr ians atrd rcsolved as fbl lows:

' l 'hat 
the cl in ic congratulates the CDHR lbr her 20 years of act ive dcfence of hunran r ights in

Nigcr ia attd cottr l r tends the CDHIT lbr the innovat ive col laborat ion that brought about thc
Hur'an l { ights Cl inic lbr the benel i t  ol ' i l re gcneral  publ ic.

' l 'hat 
the cl in ic rvelconrcs t l te Hunran Rights Resource Center of thc Lagos State pol ice

( lol l t t t ta l td i t l to thc l tut t t : t l t  r ights cournrunity rvholchcartedly and cal ls on the gencr:r l  publ ic
t tr  lodgc t l tc i r  col t l ; l l i t i l t ts lv i th the pol ice hunran r ights centers alcl  thc Huuran I t ights Dcskol ' l iccrs trorv i I r  evcrY Divis ion of the pol ice in Lagos state. Cl inic cal ls on pol ice auf lror i t ies
to r t l : rkc adcrluatc provisiot t  for the ncccls of the c.ut. .  to nrake i t  nrore product ive.

That in order to expancl cnjoyment of human r ights by the people and reduce violat iorstr lceablc to t l te l lo l ice, I luntal t  lugtr ts should be adcled as conrpulsory course at pol icc
( 'ol leges al l  over Nigcr ia ancl that exist ing nren and \yorncn in the pol ice lbrce be trained orrI tut t lan r ights standards lbr larr 'etr lbrcerrrerrt : rgencies within t t re next thrce years.

That  o l tc rous  cond i t ions  bc ing  a t tachcd to  g ran t  o f  ba i l  by  Judges anc l  Mag is t ra tcs  i sres;ro's ible l 'or congest ion of pr isons due to inabir i ty of  suspects to sat isr.y thc concl i t ionsi l ' l t ich att lot t l t ts to incl i rect denial  of  bai l  hence the cl i r r ic cal ls lbr relaxat ion ot ' the terms.

T l ta t  n tc l t tbers  o l ' thc  pub l i c  a re  u rged to  en joy  thc ' i r  r igh ts  to  ba i l  : r t  po l i ce  s ta t io rs  as  po l i ccbai l  rentai t ts I ' rce l tence i t  N' i l l  anrount to a cr i rne to demand fbr or give payrnent lbr bai l

'  Those judicial  at t i tudes to human r ight nratters need to be improved upon.

'  That t l tere is urgett t  nced lbr the Chief Just ice ol '  Nigeria to revierv the technical i t ies of f l refundanlental  Rights Enlbrcemcnt Proceclure to ena*ble ordinary and indigent vict ims ofr ights violat ion approaclt  the courts lbr redress rnore easi ly n, i ,  being t lone under theepistolar l '  jur isdict ion of the India High courts lvhere any incl igent merr iber of the publ iccan address complaints direct ly to juclges lvho are empolvered to make orders as may benecessitated by the facts of each case.



That al l  organs concert tecl  [ ' i th the adrninistrat ion of just ice shoukl ensure speecly treatmentol 'case l ' i les to a'oicr creray'  in trre cr ispensat ion of just ice.

1'hat provisiot t  s l tould be made fbr conrpensat ion lbr v ict i rns of cr imes in Nigeria to be paiclb '  those responsibre rbr the cr inres or by trreir  cstate in case they die.

That al l  dantages a[ 'arr jed bY various courts in favour of v ict i rns ol '  hunan r ights violat ionssl tot t ld be paid rvi thout I 'urther delay as non-payment cncourages impunit l ,  and l iustratcsthe  ru lc  o1 ' la* ' .

l 'hat this col lect ive f lurnan Rights cl i ' ic shoulcl  begin to holcl
rnothcr plat lbrnr lbr creat ing a\ l ,areress about human r ights and

Th:rt  Nige r ians arc cnjoined to cnrbrace rru'rar rghts eclucat ion
r l t , l ' t ' r r r l  the i r  r igh ts  
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