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Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar'Adua

The President and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Thro:

Babatunde Raji Fashola (SAN) The Governor

Lagos State

Your Excellency, 

"TWENTY YEARS IN DEFENCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN NIGERIA: THE GAINS,THE 
LOSSES"TEXT OF ADDRESS AT THE "WALK FOR HUMAN RIGHTS" TO MARK THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE DEFENCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS TODAY 22ND DAY OF JUNE, 2009 
1.
THE LAST TWO DECADES 

It is with utmost sense of patriotic duty that we address on activities marking the 20th Anniversary of the Committee for the Defence of Human Rights (CDHR).

The CDHR emerged a platform for the struggle for freedom in April 1989 in response to ordeals Nigerians were subjected by military autocracy, following a coordinated campaign for the freedom of Femi Aborishade; a Trade Unionist detained under the obnoxious Decree No 2 of 1989, it became expedient to nurture a platform to champion the freedom of victims of the oppressive policies of military rule. Detention of persons without trial became rampant under the Buhari and Babangida regimes and evidently necessitated the transformation of Free Femi Aborishade Committee spearheaded by a small group of professionals, associates arid friends into Committee for the Defence of Human Rights (CDHR). Within a year of that historic decision, the membership strength of the CDHR grew across the length and breath of Nigeria. Notably, units of the CDHR sprang and became deeply rooted in campuses of tertiary institutions and in several towns. By 1990, the CDHR had become a foremost human rights body that provided free legal assistance to hundreds of victims of inhumane and arbitrary treatments by the military and its agents who profaned Nigeria's political and socio-economic space. Much later in early 1990s, the CDHR also featured as a formidable ally in the struggle against continued military rule and for the enthronement of democracy.

In the last two decades, the partnership between the CDHR and local/international stakeholders blossomed and yielded fruits with marked successes. Through our activities, we became known for demanding justice for victimized students, teachers, unemployed, traders, professionals, servicemen and several other categories of Nigerians who needed support in moments of tribulations and trails.
Nevertheless, the challenges of the last two decades have also been very compelling in the cause of defending others, members of the CDHR have been bruised by the authorities, tortured by security agencies, incarcerated in dehumanizing conditions and even killed while protesting injustices of governments and demanding improved conditions for Nigerians.

It is also important to state that CDHR benefited from selfless services of its founders whose foresightedness and unflinching commitments would remain priceless. As the CDHR marks its 20th year of existence, no better tribute could be paid to these patriots, some of whom have now departed to the great beyond than to strive to sustain the legacy of struggle for justice, equity and democratic governance. Indeed, the contributions rendered individually and collectively through the CDHR would remain ever- green in the memoirs of the struggle for liberty and justice in Nigeria.

We wish to therefore acknowledge the support of the stakeholders at home and abroad who offered hands of fellowship in the last twenty years. We salute the courage of the international community as well as agencies in advancing the cause of liberty and justice in collaboration with the CDHR in the last two decades. The support and collaboration of our partners have been crucial in engaging the military and in consolidating our democracy.

2.
STATE OF THE NATION 

The state of the nation again poses serious concern to the CDHR at the moment. It is precisely for this reason that activities lined up for the commemoration of the 20th Anniversary highlight thematic issues, which reflect indicators of the socio-economic and political conditions of the Nigerian state. We note sadly that apart from the exit of the military from government, almost all the issues that formed the subject matter of our campaign since formation are still the same 20 years after. The CDHR therefore wishes to address the following issues:

I
CONSTITUTIONAL AND ELECTORAL REFORM 
The CDHR note with dismay that the President has reneged on his promise to the nation on electoral reform by rejecting the recommendations of the Justice Mohammed Uwais led electoral Reform Committee. The rejection is most dishonorable and a national calamity. The CDHR calls on President Umar Yar'Adua to withdraw the bills forwarded to the National Assembly on Electoral Reform and rework it to reflect the wish of Nigerians. Even though the CDHR supports the idea of alternative private bills on electoral reform but if the government is unable to sail through its own bill with all resources at its disposal, how will private bills fare?. It is the conviction of CDHR that the recommendations of Justice Mohammed Uwais, which reflect the consensus of Nigerians, should be implemented by the government as made.

Reform of the electoral process alone will be meaningless if the decreed 1999 constitution is not replaced outrightly because all the ills afflicting Nigeria today have their root in the decreed constitution.

CDHR therefore calls on Nigerians to keep ongoing agitation for genuine constitutional and electoral reforms on the front burner of national discourse. We urge all patriots to reject and prevent attempt to subvert the wishes of Nigerians as reflected in the report of the Uwais Committee. The CDHR affirms that true democracy and good governance depends on a credible process of electoral system which only a peoples constitution can guarantee.

11
THE NIGER DELTA

The CDHR condemns the recent killings in the Niger Delta region. It is noted that the sufferings of the people of the region have further been aggravated by the recent hostilities between the Military Joint Task Force (JTF) and militants in the region. While condemning the criminal activities of militants who have hijacked the genuine and legitimate struggles of the people in the region, it is important to state that the Federal Government has failed to accede to the demands of the people of the region. The marginalization, exploitation, deprivation and oppression against the people of the Niger Delta is at the core of the crisis in the Niger Delta and not the activities of militants. What is therefore required of the Federal Government is to urgently address the pertinent issues of neglect, environmental degradation and injustice in the region rather than justifying military actions against the so called militants who are the creations of a failed governmental system in the first place. Most confounding regarding the recent face–off in the region is that defenceless civilians are again turned to victims of vicious attacks by the same military that mismanaged the resources that accrued from the region in the last forty years.

The CDHR calls for immediate and unconditional cessation of unprovoked attacks by the JTF under the pretext of hunting militants in the region. The CDHR demands compensation for families whose properties have been destroyed as a result of the bombardment by the JTF troops. The CDHR further demands that military personnel and security agents perpetrating criminal activities in the region be investigated and punished. We also demand that human rights violation following the operations of the JTF be investigated by the government. It is the view of the CDHR that no crime should be condoned in the Niger Delta whether by the militants or the security agents.

III
ENVIRONMENT 

The CDHR bemoans the state of Nigeria's environment vis-a-vis the condition of social infrastructures across the country. It is regrettable that the crisis of governance which led to the dilapidation of social infrastructure in the country still persists a decade after civil rule was restored in Nigeria. Despite the several billions of dollars appropriated on power project in the country, electricity supply still eludes Nigerians resulting in the menace of generating sets with corresponding increase in carbon dioxide and noise pollution as well as terminal diseases. The crisis in the power sector has further deepened the hardship of the private sector and as well encroached on the pockets of Nigerians, particularly the low income earners. The failure by the government to resolve the crisis in the power sector has increased inflation, unemployment, poverty and violation of almost all human rights. This is why we seize this opportunity to warn the federal government to stop violating the right of Nigerians to stable electricity. Provision of stable electricity is a duty on the government while enjoyment of same is a right of the people. Provision of stable electricity will reduce poverty tremendously in Nigeria apart from prolonging life span which is daily endangered by the poisonous emissions from millions of generators that power our homes and businesses. It was reported last week that the Federal Executive Council could not meet due to lack of electricity and refusal of the generators to work. Even generators are protesting against the federal government!

This shameful situation of "one family, one generator" has been imposed and sustained by the Federal government which continue to cling incompetently to the dictatorial and unreasonable listing of electricity in the Exclusive Legislative list of Decree 24 of 1999 (alias 1999 constitution) which makes it a preserve of the Federal Government alone.

The CDHR condemns the continued preservation and operation of the Decreed Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999. We are convinced that the decreed constitution is backward and obstructing developmental effors in Nigeria. It is an abode for corruption and it will lead to the disintegration of Nigeria unless the people of Nigeria are allowed to evolve their own constitution and decide whether electricity should be a federal government concern exclusively or not. It is very obvious that the Decreed Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 has failed but is being sustained by force of arms with which it was imposed by the military since 1999. It remains a fraudulent and illegitimate document that has been rejected by the Nigerian people in clear terms. We make bold to declare that for as long as the Decreed Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 remains in force, Nigerians shall not enjoy stable electricity and the development.

There is need therefore to dismantle the political landmine called Decree 24 of 1999 (alias 1999 constitution) set by the military to ensure self-destruction of Nigeria so that the people can evolve their own constitution which shall derive its legality not from a decree but from the free expression of the people's consent in a referendum. Since a review can not cure the fundamental defects in the constitution, we call for a total replacement of the constitution by the people of Nigeria and not by the government.

IV
CORRUPTION 
This hydraheaded monster is also like a virus which inhabits and is carried about by those infected with it who becomes its agents. Corruption is not a spirit. It is sustained and perpetrated by human agents especially where the political, social and legal environment is conducive to it. The political, social and legal environment in Nigeria is conducive to corruption. This is why it is flourishing. The virus is more rampaging than the dreaded AIDS. It is a pandemic of extreme danger more that swine flu. The CDHR believes that the root of corruption in Nigeria is the Decreed Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 which was fraudulently and corruptly imposed on the people of Nigeria. It is the fountain of the legality of the present government. Any government that derives its legitimacy from the Decreed Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 can not wage any successful war against corruption. The war against corruption is not a battle for illegitimate and morally encumbered governments because, in the words of Wole Soyinka (December 2007), "Corruption is the very bedrock of political illegitimacy. The tree of democracy can not thrive on the compost of corruption".

We believe that the current government–driven anti-corruption crusade is cosmetic, a sustenance gimmick and lacks the requisite moral authority, legitimacy and acceptability of the people of Nigeria, given the fact that the present government itself is erected on a corrupt and morally–bankrupt and illegitimate foundation since the elections that brought it into power was highly flawed. This is why this government can not wage any serious war against corruption. The same applies to Mrs Farida Waziri led EFCC which has degenerated under her to the status of the notorious police checkpoint. The soul of the EFCC has been captured by agents of corruption when they fought back and imposed their own agent as head thereof.

The CDHR therefore urge the Nigerian people to brace up and be prepared to engage this government and take over the battle against corruption themselves by first insisting on giving to themselves their own constitution and setting up their own anti corruption agencies which will derive its legitimacy from the power of the people and not from governments who are themselves products of fraudulent and illegitimate Decreed Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999.

Thanks.

BARR. OLASUPO OJO (0803-304-6175) President. CDHR

